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“They were my friends,” says , 28, an employ-
ee at Milwaukee’s Belarus Inc. “People would
quaﬂonm—howmnyouworkrormem?mey'me
sians. But they’re normal people just like anybody else.”

They’re not. Many Soviet citizens in the USA are marked
by the Cold War legacy and now the Nicholas Dantloff af-
falr.‘l'heFBIesﬂmawstimtamlrdofthoaewoﬂdnglnem
ba-luandmlslomlnNewYork,Washmgonand
Francisco are trained as spies. :

Wednesday’s State Department announcement that

employees of the United Nations So-
viet mission must leave the country
by Oct. 1 only revived the specter of
espionage. In the wake of the deten-
tion of U.S. News & World Report
Moscow bureau chief Daniloff, it
added another burden to the al-
ready-tense relationship between the
superpowers, ’
Who are the Soviets in the USA?
They are embassy officlals and
journalists in Washington, D.C., con-
sular officials and diplomats in New
York, and factory workers dotted in
tiny numnbers in the Midwest. Com-
mercilal representatives, most in
New York, make up only 60 of the
estlmateﬁ 98?:1 S:viets e1ljn the USA.
Many live in hermetic compounds
hidden from the hubbub of city life.
Few can venture unattended
through the streets of large cities,
Some come to the USA on ex-
change programs. This week, 25 So-
viet judges and legal officials were in
Chicago as part of an exchange with
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will travel to the Midwest. Soviets
will be represented at a conference
on Soviet film to be held today at the
Kennan Institute in Washington, D.C.
Sister-city programs, such as one Chi-
cago is trying to arrange with Kiev,
may bring others to the USA.

These informat “diplomacy ex-
changes” occur quietly, away from
angry headlines, says Rick Cooper of
the Chicago Center for USA-USS.R.
Relations.

But the word “spy” has always in-
terlfr\;d' the imposing

ashington, the new
$70 million, 12.5-acre Soviet Embas-
sy towers above the city, 350 feet
above sea level — will give the Sovi-
tS “an electronic view of the city,”
ys American University intelli-
nce expert Jeffrey T. Richeison.
The current Washington com-
d is home to Soviet citizens and
their families who live under tight se-
curity, rarely giving outsiders a
glimpse of their private world. Be-
hind the walls lies a playground
where children ride bikes and slip
their quarters into Pepsi machines.

About 10 Soviet families live in
Hamlet North, a cluster of three-=sto-
ry buildings in the Virginia suburbs.
Although they generally keep to
themselves, the adults sometimes at-
tend local dances, their children use
the community swimming pool and
play on the lawns,

Some experts are convinced these
Soviets are involved eformof
onage. Roy -

ence” h

anzteﬂw_mmiﬂm
%Mﬂmm_mm.
creased steadily since 1960. He

0SCO *

in 1985 that Soviet technicians used
the attic of the retreat to tape tele-
phone conversations all over the
Northeast, with sophisticated elec-
tronic equipment.

Outside major cities, Soviets have
a hard time finding a place to vaca-
tion: popular spots like Hawaii,
Southern California, Cape Cod,
m and Key West, Fla., are off-

They are barred from visiting 20
percent of the country, and some-
times the rules present a peculiar di-
lemma: Baxter State Park in central
Maine is surrounded by restricted
areas. The park itself is not off-limits,
but the only way to get there is to fly
by chartered plane. “Very few Sovi-
ets apply to go to Maine,” a State de-
partment official said,

In Milwaukee, Elvis “Smokey”
Harrison, plant manager for Belarus
Machinery Inc., says there is a rota-
tion of three Soviet workers at the
plant every two to three years, Their
rent at a nearby apartment complex
maintained is paid for by the compa-
ny, and they are given a driver to
chauffeur them around town.

“They can't go outside the city lim-
its without permission from the State
Department,” says Harrison. “If they
want to go to the state fair or some-
thing we make special arrange-
ments.”

Clearly, the United Nations move
has not helped the aiready precari-

ous relationship between the two na-
tions, each of which harbors the oth-
er's citizens uneasily.

The USA exported $2.8 billion
worth of goods, mostly grain, to the
Soviet Union, and some fear the
USA’s move will hurt business be-

£ace” here, According to Godson,

€M bloc officials In the USA are
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orK, some 300 high-rank-
ing Soviets rent private apartments.
Though part of the metropolis, they
rarely advertise their presence.

The remainder live in a 20-story
apartment compound owned by the
Soviet Union on six acres in the Riv-
erdale section of the Bronx. Each
morning, residents exit the fenced-in
building through a remote-controlled
gate and pile into buses bound for the
67th Street Soviet Mission or to the
United Nations.

In 1982, the Long Island town of
Glen Cove caused a stir when it tried
to restrict Russians from using its
beaches and tennis courts. But the
“weekend retreat” — a 49room
mansion overlooking Long Island

the American Bar Association. At the
Argonne National Laboratory out-
side Chicago, 12 scientists were in-
voived in another program.

In Qctober, a group of seminarians
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Sound — was not simply for rest,
Arkady Shevchenko, a high-rank-

ng Soviet official in the United Na-

Hons who defected in 1978, claimed

Already, the Daniloff incident has
caused some USA groups to cancel
sessions with Soviet colleagues,

though informal exchanges continue -

to take place quietly.
Some say the cuitural exchanges
Moscow, as the Soviets be-
mﬁmmim‘ﬁm
Telligence gathering.
e method, their ef-
forts have borne fruit. American
University’s Richelson says there’s
little doubt Soviet Embassy officials
intercepted telephone communica-
tions of the Agriculture Department
in the early 1970s to get “the best
deal they could” for grain. The deal
later came to be known as the “great

grain robbery.”

According to Richelson, the Sovi-
ets also monitor the Commerce,
Treasury and Defense Departments.

In addition, the Soviets can now in-
tercept telephone communications
by locking into microwave transmis-
slons and sorting through a flood of
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phone calls by eavesdropping on ex-
tt;nsiors used by different USA agen-
cles,

Even the old Soviet Embassy still
displays a giant, 19-by-15-foot high-
frequency antenna on its roof aimed
at the Pentagon and State Depart-
ment. And experts say that the new
compound will give Soviets much
greater spying capabilities.

But for Cindy Sherbinow, memo-
ries of her Soviet friends have little
to do with the high stakes of spying

When the Sobolev family came to
Milwaukee two years ago, Sher-
binow was on call most of the week
— taking them to the local Pick 'N’
Save to shop for food, to doctors and
g;enﬁsts and to local parks for pic-

CS.

The family came {0 enjoy country
and Western and rock 'n’ roll music,
and invited her to their home on holi-
days and for her birthday.

When they left, Sherbinow drove
them one last time to the airport.

“It was very hard for me,” she
says. “They gave me a goodbye pre-
sent — a red rose preserved in a
81?:;. case. I just gave them a hug and
a

“I doubt I'll ever see them again.” |

Contributing: Holly Spahn, Den-
ise Kalette, John McGowan, Sam
Meddis and William Dunn.
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